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Sept. 3, 1993
RURAL INSTITUTE CONFERENCE SET FOR SEPT. 10-13 
MISSOULA -
Professionals who specialize in rural disability issues will gather in Missoula Friday through 
Monday, Sept. 10-13, to share their experiences, challenges and ideas at Common Threads ’93, a 
conference presented by the University of Montana-based Rural Institute on Disabilities.
The conference at the Village Red Lion Inn will feature a Sunday night "town meeting" in 
which interested citizens are invited to explore alternative ways to organize town meetings. 
Collaboration, access, integration and inclusive community development will be key issues at the 
free public session, scheduled from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the Village Red Lion’s Bitterroot/Blackfoot 
Room.
Discussion leaders will include: Rich Brown, a former Helena mayor who is now a funding 
specialist for the Rural Institute’s Montana Supported Employment Development Project; Stephen 
Clincher, a councilman on the Fort Peck executive tribal board; Jim DeJong, project director for 
the Great Plains ADA Project at the University of Missouri, Columbia; Ron Therriault, director of 
the Native American Studies Department at Salish-Kootenai College, Pablo; and Mary Walsh, chief 
administrative officer for the Missoula mayor’s office.
A public reception, featuring displays about Rural Institute programs, will launch the 
conference from 5 to 8 p.m. Friday.
The objectives of Common Threads ’93 are to identify solutions to the unique concerns of 
individuals with disabilities living in rural environments; examine strategies that are practical in
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rural settings; and improve rural resource "weaving" and networking skills. Sessions are designed to 
help participants integrate disability issues into rural economic and community development 
agendas, build and participate in coalitions, and become better advocates. Last year 2(X) people 
from 25 states attended the conference.
Keynote presentations will include "Rural Economies and Disability" by UM economics 
Professor Dennis O’Donnell; "Building Strong and Inclusive Communities" by Bob Jahner, facilities 
visual services supervisor for the Montana Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services; 
"Community Development and Advocacy" by Jim DeJong; and "Strategies for Action" by Richard 
Offner, special assistant to UM’s associate provost for research and economic development and 
former director of the Rural Institute.
Friday’s "Choosing Inclusion" preconference forum will focus on rural supported 
employment and feature a keynote address by Jay McLaughlin, an employment specialist from 
Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond.
Conference workshops will explore wellness and secondary disability prevention; aging; 
integrated child care; independent living strategies; community advocacy and coalition-building 
strategies; rural community resource development; and rural economic strategies.
The fee for the three- day conference is $115, but citizens may opt to attend individual 
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